	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-396
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel
Date of Introduction: May 23, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS, LUZ, F
Date of Analysis: May 23, 2017
Type of Action: Amend Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Part 12, Ordinance Code
Bill Summary: This bill amends Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Part 12 (Landscape and Tree Protection Regulations), Subpart B (Tree Protection), Sections 656.1206 (Permit procedure and criteria for tree removal, relocation and replacement of protected trees); and amends 656.1208 (Enforcement; violations and penalties; stopping work, correction of violation) to amend the enforcement process for violations.
Background Information: The Public Trust Environment Legal Institute, et al. filed an action suit (Case No. 2015-CA-4453) against the City in 2015 regarding the utilization of tree mitigation funds paid by property owners seeking to cut down trees protected by Article 25 of the Charter. The modification is a response to the settlement agreement in litigation. Additionally, the amendment enhances the mitigation and penalty requirements for violators of the tree protection laws as follows:
· removes provision allowing Chief to promulgate rules and regulations to allow construction before final landscape plan is approved

· provides waiver of replacement requirement for removal of dead, dying or diseased trees or tree damaging structures

· specifies requirement for replacing specimen trees

· provides for violation enforcement against property owner, permit holder, and contractor

· provides enhanced fines for tree removal without permit

· provides for civil fines and an appeal process
Policy Impact Area: Zoning Code, Municipal Code Compliance, Public Works Department
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Mitchell
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